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Dear readers,  
The Centre for development of the East (Bregalnica) planning region publishes the Second newsletter in order to keep the epithet as on open and transparent institution. In the second edition, we present the most important events that occurred for the previous two months (May and June).  

The Newsletter will be published in the future as well in order to make new and improve the already existing ties with the present and future partners in the region. 

Promotion and development of the regional concept and idea is of great importance both on regional and national level. The aim of publishing the Newsletter is mainly to present the regional events and news, as well as the latest news from the region. 

	Best regards,


	Dragica Zdraveva

Manager


Events in the region

Constitutional Meeting of the Council for development of the East planning region
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On 10.05.2009 the new Council for development of the East planning region was established.  Constitutional Meeting was scheduled and moderated by Dr. Zoran Aleksov, the Mayor of Shtip Municipality. After the mandates of the new Mayors were verified, they elected the new President of the Council for development of the East planning region, the Mayor of Kochani Municipality, Mr. Ratko Dimitrovski.

The Council for development of the East planning region consists of the following members:   

· Dragi Nadzinski, Mayor of the Municipality of Berovo
· Emil Donchev, Mayor of the Municipality of Vinica
· Goran Maleshevski, Mayor of the Municipality of Delchevo
· Blaze Stankov, Mayor of the Municipality of Zrnovci
· Vasil Bogdanski, Mayor of the Municipality of Karbinci
· Ratko Dimitrovski, Mayor of the Municipality of Kochani
· Darko Mitevski, Mayor of the Municipality of Makedonska Kamenica
· Jovancho Stanoevski, Mayor of the Municipality of Pehchevo
· Toni Tonevski, Mayor of the Municipality of Probishtip
· Jordancho Levkov, Mayor of the Municipality of Cheshinovo-Obleshevo
· Zoran Aleksov, Mayor of the Municipality of Shtip
Project financed by the German Embassy in cooperation with the Centre for development of the East planning region

The Centre for development of the East planning region last year was included in project financed by the Germany embassy for small social infrastructure project. The final decision was brought in May this year.

Total 7(seven) municipalities from the region applied for these available funds. This shows that the interest for this type of projects is very high.  The objective of the project was to meet the needs of small municipalities in order to solve some social infrastructure issue.

The following municipalities entered the second round of selection: Zrnovci, Delchevo, Proboshtip and Pehchevo, and finally the project submitted by Zrnovci Municipality, was approved. 
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At the beginning of May, representatives from the Centre together with represents from the German Embassy visited the four municipalities that were selected in the second round. After the visit, the German Embassy decided to finance the project submitted by Zrnocvci Municipality, reconstruction of Primary school “Tosho Arsov”.

Second Meeting of the Council for development of the East planning region

The second Council meeting was held on 14.05.2009 in hotel Sirius-Strumica.

This Council meeting was very constructive. The Manager, Mrs. Dragica Zdraveva acquainted the new Mayors with the past and present activities of the Centre.

The Mayors very pleased with the results achieved so far and stressed the need for joint work and dedication. They stressed that they share same objectives i.e. wellbeing in the region and becoming desired place for living. All present stated that the region would become wide known for its economic development and numerous investments. 
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After the Second Meeting of the Council for development of the East planning region ended, the Mayors joined with the Mayors of South-East planning region in order to hold the XVI “Regional Assembly of the Mayors from Bregalnica-Strumica Region”. All 21 Mayors from the two regions participated at the Assembly. There was short presentation of the past work of the Assembly in duration of four years, the statute, and the activities what GTZ RED Programme implemented in the area of Regional development. 

Possible instrument for support of employment of young people and women in Republic of Macedonia on local and regional level

Having in mind the current situation with employment on regional level, and in order to improve this situation, the Centre together with GTZ RED and YES incubator organized employment support workshop. It was held on May 28 2009 in Shtip. The topic of the workshop was “Possible instrument for support of employment of young people and women in Republic of Macedonia on local and regional level”.
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The workshop was interesting for many stakeholders, thus about 35 participants from NGOs, Foundation for micro credits, Agencies for employment, business sector from East planning region took part in the workshop and the discussions.

The analysis done on the field research showed there is need for this type of workshops. This is also because young people and women are very seldom noted as vulnerable groups in strategic documents on local level.  It is believed that through this type of workshops easier access to instruments and tools for these groups of people, resulting with awareness and availability rising. The conclusion from the workshop is that there is need of constant analysis of the actual situation, on national and regional level, thus come up with specific proposals and measures for employment.

The role of the woman in legal and economic reform in Macedonia

In order to promote best practices from the regions and exchange experiences concerning women in society the Centre participated in organizing women conference “The role of the woman in law and economic reform in Macedonia” on June 12 2009 in hotel Alexander Palace in Skopje.  Other partners in organizing the Conference were the Centre for development of South-East and Polog planning region. Initiators of the event were GTZ and the Association of lawyers of Macedonia. 

This conference was a follow up from the previous workshop Possible instruments for support of employment of young people and woman in Republic of Macedonia on local and regional level” on May 28 2009.

Experts and professionals discussed the role of women in society and especially in Macedonian politics, public and private institutions, organizations etc. All discussions lead to the conclusion that there is need for this type of conferences in order to strengthen the self-confidence of women, being vulnerable part of the population.  
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There were about 160 women present at the Conference, which is a good proof for the interest in this topic among women. One of the best parts of the Conference was when women from the four planning regions presented their business, stating how they have started and how difficult it was to reach the level of today. 

As a conclusion from this event, it could be stated that there should be more of this type of conferences, since they contribute in improving the current situation and position and treatment women have in our society.     

Promotion on the Centre for development of the East planning region and Programme for development of the region 2009-2013
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In order to create good working relations and regional identity, the Centre for development of the East planning region met its partners in the region. The Centre implemented the project Creating partnerships and networks and promotion of joint sustainable values. 

The project consisted of visits to all eleven municipalities and meeting all interested stakeholders, introducing the Programme for development of East planning region 2009-2013, thus identifying joints fields of interest.  

The meetings were as follows: 

· 04.06.2009 - Delchevo and Makedonska Kamenica

· 15.06.2009 - Shtip and Karbinci

· 16.06.2009 - Kochani and Cheshinovo-Obleshevo

· 17.06.2009 - Pehchevo and Berovo

· 29.06.2009 - Probishtip and Vinica

This way of work proved to be very useful and the numbers speak for themselves. About 450 individuals visited these meetings coming from the business sector, public sector, NGO, financial institutions, citizen associations etc. The meetings brought forward many constructive suggestions, which will be included in the Action plan 2010 in order to be implemented.  
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The importance of regional development was once again proved, and confirmed by the numerous participants at the meetings in the municipalities in the region.  

Meetings of the Council for Development of the East Planning Region

In this period Council for Development of the East Planning Region had two meetings. Main points for discussion were the Priority List of Project proposals that will be subject to further elaboration and implementation.

Due to the importance of this issue, the Mayors agreed immediately propose only regional projects. Implementing regional projects is the only way to sustainable development of the region. 

[image: image23.jpg]


       [image: image24.jpg]



The discussions on the project proposals prioritisation were elaborate, which is why this was discussed during two Council meetings. 

At the end of the constructive discussions, priority areas were identified and the Council decided to delegate the Centre to start working on Studies on these priority areas, which will afterwards result in regional projects. 

This way of thinking represents is the basis for elaboration of very good regional projects. These projects are planned to be implemented in the upcoming period.  

Networking
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The networking with different partners was spread outside the borders of the region and the country. The first meeting with Information and consulting centre from Sandanski Bulgaria was held on June 26 2009. During the meeting the two Centres presented their activities and filed of interest and possibilities for further cooperation. 

Official the meeting was ended with signing Memorandum for understanding between booth centers. In a short time the Centre from Sandanski will visit Shtip in order to discuss specific future activities. 

Study trip of the Mayors from East and South-East planning region in Germany

GTZ Programme in Macedonia organized a study tour of the Mayors from East and South-East planning region to Saxony, Germany in the period from 21- 27 of June. The goal of the tour was networking among the Mayors, with German counterparts and exchange of experiences.
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This tour was great opportunity for collecting practical experience, but above all for acquiring knowledge, especially in organizing and functions of regional development in Germany. The Mayors visited companies, public institutions and municipalities in order to acquire German experiences and think of opportunities how to implement them in a similar way in our region. 

The Mayors visited the Ministry of inner affairs of Saxony, where they were introduced to the concept of regional planning and management. They also visited municipality Nebeschutz, where the Mayors had the opportunity to see how Chamber of craftsmen is organized and makes reconstruction of traditional houses and accommodation, as well as the benefit they get from that. The Mayors also visited the municipalities: Zittau, Ostritz, Plauen, and region Chemnitz/Zwickau.
The general impression at the end of the study tour was that there is great need that the German approach to regional development is very good example to follow and more than necessary to implement in the region. 
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